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quite arbitrary, while the "extraverted thinking seems to
have an incommensurability that is altogether dull and
banal. Thus the two standpoints are incessantly at war.
Such a conflict, we might think, could be easily adjusted
if only we clearly discriminated objects of a subjective from
those of an objective nature. Unfortunately, however,
such a discrimination is a matter of impossibility, although
not a few have attempted it. Even if such a separation
were possible, it would be a very disastrous proceeding,
since in themselves both orientations are one-sided, with a
definitely restricted validity; hence they both require this
mutual correction. Thought is at once sterilized, whenever
thinking is brought, to any great extent, under the influence
of objective data, since it becomes degraded into a mere
appendage of objective facts; in which case, it is no
longer able to free itself from objective data for the purpose
of establishing an abstract idea. The process of thought
is reduced to mere 'reflection', not in the sense of
* meditation ', but in the sense of a mere imitation that
makes no essential affirmation beyond what was already
visibly and immediately present in the objective data.
Such a thinking-process leads naturally and directly back
to the objective fact, but never beyond it; not once, there-
fore, can it lead to the coupling of experience with an
objective idea. And, vice versa, when this thinking has an
objective idea for its object, it is quite unable to grasp
the practical individual experience, but persists in a more
or less tautological position. The materialistic mentality
presents a magnificent example of this.
When, as the result of a reinforced objective deter-
mination, extraverted thinking is subordinated to objective
data, it entirely loses itself, on the one hand, in the
individual experience, and proceeds to amass an .accumu-
lation of undigested empirical material. The oppressive
mass of more or less disconnected individual experiences
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